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"And they cried, The Sword of the 


Lord, and-of Gideon.” — 7:20 
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The Criminal 
Wanted Another Chance 


By EVANGELIST 


Who 


JOHN R. RICE 


“And one of the malefactors which were hanged railed on 


him, saying, if thou be Christ, 


save thyself and us. But the 


other answering rebuked him, saying, Dost not thou fear 
‘} . God, seeing thou art in the same condemnation? And we 
~~ Indeed justly; for we receive the due reward of our deeds: 
| but this man hath done nothing amiss. And he said unto 
‘}.-< Jesus, Lord, remember me when thou comest into thy king- 


dom. And Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto thee, ‘lo 


day shalt thou be with me in 
Esau, a profane and shortsighted 


man, sold his birthright for a mess? 


of red pottage..When he missed his 
father’s best blessing, he wanted a 


second chance but’ could not have:|}: 


it “though he sought ‘it carefully 
with tears.” (Hebrews 12:17). The 
children of Israel in the wilderness, 
listening to the faithless prattle of 
the twelve spies, turned back at 
Kadesh-Barnea, and afraid of the 
giants of the promised land, re- 


fused to enter. And when God sen- 
5 .....henced every able-bodied man of 
“«. them to die in the wilderness they 


wanted to change their decision. 
They wilfully went..up the _ hill 
against the Amalekites and the 
Canaanites but were Metaated. They 


, Have You Read 


‘And God 


Remembered..?° 


Devotional Messages, 123 Pages, 
6 ihustrations, Beautifully Cloth 
Bound, Only 50c 


Many souls have been saved and 
many Christians blessed by the 
editor’s book, “And God Remem- 
bered...” ‘Printed a little more 
than a year, about 7,000 copies of 
the cloth-bound edition have been 
distributed, over 20,000 paper 
bound. 

The six long sermons are: 

GOD REMEMBERED...” 


A Book of Strong Bible Teaching, nee See 


paradise. ” — Luke 23: 39-43. 


> wanted a second chance but they 
could not get it. 


Hiow often do men and women, 
‘after they have played the fool and 
waste@@half of their lives, want a 
second chanee!..A gray-headed man 
at college, trying to ‘make up for 
wasted years when he failed to get 
an education; a woman of forty 
praying for the child she would 
not have when she was_ twenty- 
five; a wayward roaming son weep- 
ing at the funeral of his mother 
whom he had left to make a pitiful 
living alone as best she couid while 
he wandered heedlessly far and 
wide—-these . examples.....come™: to 


ately. wished they could have a sec- 
ond chance to do what they missed 
doing before. The poet has said 
that 


“Of all sad words 
of tongue or pen, 
The saddest are these: 
‘It might have been’.” 


Blessed be God, He does give a 
Lhe story of the 
prodigal son is simply the story 
of the boy who piayed the fool, 
who wasted his opportunity, and 
yet by a loving fatner was given 
a second chance. - 


When Jesus was crucified, he 
hung between two-thieves, one cru- 
cified on the right and another on 
the left, Strangely, they joined in 
the mocking of the chief priests 
and scribes ang: elders who said, 
“He saved others}*himself he can- 
not save. If he be the “ot israel 
let him now come dow; from the 
cross and we will believe him, He 
trusted in God; let him deliver him. 
now, if he will have him: for he 
said 1 am the Son of God.” Then 
we are told ‘‘the thieves also (both 
of them) which were crucified with 
him, cast the same in his teeth.” 
But as the thieves hung there the 
long six hours, from nine in the 
morning till three in the afternoon, 
memories flooded the heart of one 
of those dying criminals. Yes, when 
a man is drowning, the scenes of a 
lifetime can come before his eyes 
and he can remember all his mis- 
deeds. What must have been the 
experience of that dying man as 
the blood dripped away from his 
body, as his tongue grew swollen, 
as his naked body was tormented 
by flies, and he sometimes grew 


‘mind from experience, All’ ‘passion- |. 


“the help of the Holy Spirit. 


(Freached November 13, 1942 at 
Sword of tne Lord Conterence on 
sivangeusm, Chicago. Stenograpni- 
Cally reported.) — 

it has been a joy to be with you 
these lew days. inis has peen my 
nrst experience, last week and this, 
tO preach nortn of the mason ang 
U1X0OH ine. All Of My ministry has 
been in the poutniand. and in tne 
pouthwest. 1 Conmiess to you tnat 1 
came up here wWitn a iitule misgiv- 
ing, wondering how people in wnis 
Seetion of the.country would ac- 
cept my message and metnoas. xou 
nave been gracious and wondertui 
and have encouraged me so mucn 
ny tne nice things you have said. 
juany of you--have toid me again 
and again Ti 
for me. 1 covet your prayers as 
i go up to St. raul. 


38. 

“But when he saw ‘the multi- 
tudes, he was moved with compas- 
sion on them, because they taint- 
ed, and were scattered abroad, as 
sheep haying no shepherd. 

‘then saith-he unto-his disciples, 
The harvest truly is plenteous, but 
the labourers are tew; 

““Pray-ye theretore the -Lord-ot- 
the harvest, that he wiil send torth 


iaborours into his harvest.’ 

There are three words I-want to 
use about which I shall center my 
message. The first word is wsua- 
we, the second is agomze and tne 
third, evangeuze. 


l. VISUALIZE 


If somehow we couid be brought 
to see jin the great multitudes o1 
humanity that make up the popula- 
tion of this worid, as these muiti- 
tudes move about us — if somenow 
we couid see what Jesus saw, it 
would be easy to get people out af- 
ter souls. Now I am sure that the 
disciples who were with Jesus, 
‘when the crowds came thronging 
around Him during those three 
years to hear His teachings .saw. 
only a great crowd of milung, tu- 
rious humanity around the word. 
But the. Lord saw something else. 
The Lord’saw what I am praying 
that I may help you see tonight by 


|. Jesus saw them As Lost Souls 

The Lord saw a great host of 
souls without God and without 
hope on the road to eternal night 
to spend eternity separated from 
God in a devil’s Hell. I wonder 
sometimes if those who call them- 
selves the people of God really be- 
lieve that people are lost. Time 
after time and time after time on 
my knees as I have talked to the 
pay I have ask myself, “Joe Han- 
kins, do you really believe that 
people are lost? Do you reaily be- 
lieve that every person in this 
world that is old enough to know 
and hasn’t been 


death. The first time I had that 


thing to me that 

in my life. I was in a revival meet- 
ing in Fort Worth, Texas. One Sat- 
urday night, just as I 

the chair and 

pulpit to preach, such a 


$ 
g 


i 
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Visualize, Agonize, Evangelize 


By EVANGELIST JOE HENRY HANKINS, D.D. 


heart out. In a little while the 
thing got hold of the congregation 
arid all over the crowd people were 
weeping aloud. None of them knew 
why I had broken down and was 
sobbing, but somehow the Holy 
Spirit took hold of other hearts. 
After a while I said, ‘People, you 
may be wondering what it is all 
about but God has placed on my 
heart such a burden for some soul 
that is here tonight that I am 
about to die.” There were times in 
that sermon that I felt I was go- 
ing to die, that I just couldn’t make 
it through. I said, “I cannot in- 
terpret it any othér“way ‘than that 
God is saying to my héart tonight, 


a2 ‘you were praying | 


Uur Scripture is Matthew 9: 36-4 


| God 
jthe call, many 
burden 


“¢ 8 
My Be 


lit is now or never with some soul.” 


DR. JOE HENRY HANKINS 


———eere 


“There is a soul in the balance and 
that soul must be reached tonight 
or go to Hell.’ Somehow the Spirit 
of God seems to say to me, ‘With 
some soul here tonight it is now 
or never.’” When I spoke those 
words the very hush of death fell 
upon the congregation and again 
they broke into sobs. When I had 
stumbled. my way through that 
message, mixed with sobs of my 
soul, and.made the call, people be- 
gan coming down the aisles, but 
still that burden was there. I said, 
“The soul for which God put that: 
burden on my heart tonight hasn’t 
come yet for when that one comes, 
God will take away that burden.” 
I kept on pleading and kept on 
calling but the burden stayed. Fi- 
nally I fell down on my knees in 
that pulpit and I said, “Lord, if 
that soul doesn’t come I believe I 
will die right here tonight. ” When 
I got up and looked out over the 
congregation, I saw a man coming 
and I said, ‘‘Praise the Lord! There 
he is!” The burden was gone! When 
I went home and told my wife she 
said, “That is the strangest thing 
I ever heard.” I said, “It was the 
strangest thing that ever happened 
to me, I believe the Lord took me 
through Hell that night after a 
soul in order to teach me a lesson 
that I would never forget, that 
when God’s preacher and God’s peo- 
ple have a broken heart for lost 
souls, they are going to be saved.” 

That has happened to me three 
times. The next time it happened 


was in Little Rock one night in a 


tent meeting. Again I said, “A 
soul is in the balance tonight and 

soul Se pwn be saved tonight or 
to Hell just as certainly as there 
in Heaven.”’ When I made 


people came but 
stayed. I held that 


r| hold them any longer. I said, “I 
| am going to make one Jast call and 


When I said that, way back near 
the back of the tent an old grey- 
haired man threw both hands up 
over his head and started out of 
that tent in a run and as he ran 
out of the tent into the dark, he 
screamed at the top of his voice, 
“My God, Il am that man.” and 
out into the dark he went. When 
the service was .over &@ man came 
running to me and Said, “‘Pastor, we 
have stopped him out here at the 
corner, Une of the men out there 
is holding him until I could come 
and get you.” When I got there 
that old man had his foot on the 
running board of a car and his. 
hands up on top of the car, with 
his head leaning against the car, 
trembling like a leaf and sobbing. 
When I laid my hand upon his 
shoulder, he looked at me and ‘said, 
“Preacher, I knew from the very 
minute you spoke those words, that 
I was the man.” Thank God, there 
by the side of that car, God gave 
me that man for Christ. In all 
there were twenty-three saved that 
night, 

I tell you, when we really believe 
that souls are lost and that truth 
is pressed home to our hearts to 
the extent that our hearts break, 
people are going to be saved. ‘The 
Lord has promised it. He said, “He 


“| that goeth forth and weepeth, bear- 


‘Ing precious seed, shali doubtiess 
come again with rejoicing, bring- 
ing his sheaves witn him.” ‘The 
reason the world is going to Hell 
like it is today 1s because there are 
not enough people that care. 

I repeat what 1 saia; 1 wonder 
if we believe they are lost? Oh, I 
know mentaiuly we™have accepted 
the fact tnat people are lost who 
are without Christ, but I teli you, it 
nas never gone right down into our 
heart of Our hearts, but the word 
of God telis us that they are all 
lost. Oh, that sweet litte girl in 
your hdme tonight who is old 
enough to’ know right from wrong 
— she may be the sweetest, most 
beautiful child in all the land, fine 
and sweet and lovely and obedient 
and ali that. But as surely as God’s 
Word is true, if that child is old . 
enough to know right from wrong, 
she. is a wilful sinner and she is 
lost and on the way to Hell. 
Oh, I wonder if we believe it! 
When you see the milling multi- 
tude, what do you see? When you 
walk down the streets of this city 
and see’ thé streets jammed with 
humanity, what do you see? Do 
you just see a lot of people géing 
here and there? Oh, God help you 
to see that sixty per cent of them 
are on their way to Heil! Six out 
of every ten on their way to Hell! 
When you think about these mil- 
lions who have never heard about 

(Continued on page two) 
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Jesus, what do you see? Oh, I 
would to God that somehow I could 
burn it into your hearts when we 
think of those millions, over a 
thousand million of them that have 
never heard the name of Jesus, 
‘look at them and visualize them 
as &@ great army on the march. Can 
you hear the tramp, tramp, tramp 
of a thousand million? Listen to 
the tramp of those feet! And to 
that mighty army add another five 
hundred million that have heard 
the gospel and are on their way to 
’ Hell and what do you have? Oh, 
it is a death march, a death march. 
Tramp, tramp, tramp into Hell they 
go without God, without hope. Do 
you see that? Do you believe that? 
Oh, I wish we could see what Je- 
sus saw. 


2. Jesus Saw Their Heart Hunger 


i Jesus not only saw them lost, 
| but He saw hungry hearts, hungry 
) souls famished to the fainting 
point. I tell you, we never know, 
We can’t know how hungry many, 
many hearts are that we pass ev- 
ery day. We sometimes criticise 
the unsaved because he doesn’t 
come to church, but if you get out 
there and get close to his heart, 
you will find many a hungry heart. 
What do you see when you see 
crowds rushing to the places of 
amusement, crowds rushing to the 
dance halls, crowds at the night 
clubs, crowds at the places of sin? 
What do you see? Do you See just 
a crowd of people that seem te 
have lost their heads and are going 
peli-mell after this thing and that 
and the other which looks so fool- 
ish to us? Is that what you see? 
That isn’t what Jesus saw. He saw 
a@ crowd of hungry-hearted people, 
trying to find something to satisfy. 
* ‘They don’t know what that heart- 
| hunger is for. They think they are 
» going to find something that will 
4 Satisfy. But you and I know they 
>. will never find it until they find it 
in Jesus Christ. That is what Jesus 
saw. 

I went into a home one day to 
see an unsaved mother with two 
children. I told her the story of 
Jesus and won her to the Lord. On 
our-krrees together there she called 
on the name of the Lord and:He 
came into her heart. She jumped 
up off her knees and said: “Why 
didn’t somebody come to me be- 
fore this!”’She said, “Seven years 
ago my baby died and I was left 
with such a broken heart and for 
Seven years I carried the hungri- 
est heart anybody. ever carried in 
a human breast, and right now is 
the first time in seven years that 
I have had peace.” And she said, 
“If somebody had come to me any 
time during those seven years with 
what you brought tonight, I would 
have been saved.” 

Oh, the hungry hearts! and they 
will never find that which satisfies 
until they find it in Jesus. 

A Southern Baptist missionary 
to China, Miss Blanche Groves, I 
heard tell this story one day. There 
Was a young-Chinese who was a 
graduate of Yale University. He 
had gone back home and was saved 
in a mission. She said, “I asked the 
Chinese Christians to stand up and 
in a few words tell me the one 
thing in which Jesus had meant 
the most to them. One after an- 
other said this thing, that, and the 
other and finally this brilliant Chi- 
nese man stood up and said, ‘Miss 
Groves, I will tell you where Jesus 
has meant the most to me. He sat- 
isfies. For the first time in my life 
_ . TI have found that that satisfies. I 
' thought I would find it in educa- 
' . tion, and that is the reason I went 
' to Yale University. They. taught me 
the best in the world and I finished, 
but when I came out my heart was 
still so h . But when I found 
Jesus, I found that that satisfies,’ a 
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Visualize, Agonize, Evangelize 


3. Jesus Saw Their Helplessness 


He not only saw them with hun- 
gry hearts, but they were as sheep 
scattered abroad without a shep- 
herd, Can you see that? What is 
more helpless than a lost sheep? 
We used to have a little flock of 
sheep out on the farm where I was 
reared. We-would turn them out- 
side and they would go out into 
the woods. We had wooded land 
in that country. They would go 
out to graze. One had a bell so we 
could find them if they didn’t come 
home. Kivery now and then the 
flock would come home in the eve- 
ning and one or two would _be 
missing. Sometimes one would 
come right up to the back of the 
field where we could see him from 
the house, see him running up and 
down the fence back there. My fa- 
ther would say, ‘‘Son, you had bet- 
ter run over there and get him.” 
I would say, ‘Dad, he is right over 
there in sight of the house. Don’t 
you reckon he will come home?” 
“No, son, he will never find his way 
home. And if he stays there to- 
night, a wolf will get him or some 
prowling dog will come along and 
tear him to pieces. You'll have to 
go get him.” 

Oh, my friend, listen, these lost 
souls are just that helpless. They 
will never find their way home, 
never, never until somebody who 
knows the way goes and brings 
them in. That is the reason Jesus 
said, “Go into the highways and 
hedges,” “Go ye into ali the world” 
—go out there where they are, in 
our own America and to the utter- 
most parts of the earth. The great 
need today is somebody that cares 
enough to go. I repeat what I said, 
the reason there are lost souls all 
around us, literally millions of 
them, multitudes of them; we rub 
elbows with them every day — the 
reason they are still lost, so many 
of them, is there are not enough 
people who care. 


ll. AGONIZE 
Jesus said, “Pray.’’ I tell you, if 
we ever get to the place where we 
see what Jesus saw, nobody will 
have to tell us to pray. When your 
heart breaks, when the burden 
presses in on your soul until it 
haunts you, until you lie awake at 
night and wet your pillow with 
tears, it will drive you to your 
knees to pray, and there will be a 
prayer in your heart night and 
day. Oh, how we need intercessors 
at the throne of grace for lost 
souls, weeping over souls with a 
broken heart, interceding with God. 
I have just read that book by 
Dr. Oswald J. Smith, David Brain- 
ard, A Man of Prayer. It is made 
up of excerpts from Brainard’s di- 
ary. He tells how on his knees be- 
fore God he prayed and wept until 
he prayed scores of Indians into 
the kingdom of God, when he 
couldn’t speak their language, and 
preached through a drunken inter- 
preter. 
I heard that great evangelist, 
Hyman Appelman, tell this story. 
He was preaching in a revival 
meeting and a mother.came up to 
him one night after service and 
said, “Oh, Brother Appelman, I 
don’t understand. I have two boys 
unsaved. Other mothers’ boys are 
being saved in this meeting, and I 
don’t understand why my boys are 
not saved,”’ That great man of God 
looked down into her face and said, 
“Mother, I think I can tell you why 
your boys are not saved. I think 
it is because your eyes are still so 
dry.” He said the next day that 
woman came back and her eyes 
were swollen with crying. She said, 
“Brother Appelman, you broke my 
heart last night because you drove 
home to my heart the truth, that-I 
really hadn’t been agonizing” “in 
prayer for my boys, ‘that I hadn’t 
been weeping over their lost souls. 
But last night I prayed and wept 
eat night long. And this morning I 
feel I will die if my boys are not 
saved in this meeting.” He said 
that night when he preached and 
gave the invitation, the first to 
walk down the aisles were those 
two boys. I tell you, when our 
hearts break as we go down on 
our faces before God and agonize, 
souls are going to be born. 


lll. EVANGELIZE 

The Lord says to us, “Go,” evan- 
gelize. That is what it means. Go 
with the message to them. You will 
search the Scripture in vain for 
any place where the Lord com- 
mands the unsaved to come and 
hear the message, or where the 


Lord 
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build nice church buildings 
like this and put a pipe organ 
in it. .I like all those things. 
I think it is wonderful to have a 
beautiful temple of worship, but 
you will search in vain for any 
command of the Lord to build a 
temple of worship and get a trained 
choir and a good. preacher, then 
open the doors and say to the un- 
saved, “Come.” On the other hand, 
the Lord said, “Go into the high- 
ways and hedges and compel them,” 
“He that goeth forth and weepeth; 
bearing precious seed, shall doubt- 
less come again with rejoicing; 
bringing <us sheaves with him.’ It 
is always go, go, go. , 

Why go? In the first place, be- 
cause the Lord commanded it and 
that ought to be enough reason 
for any child of God, just to know 
that the Lord has said, “Go.” I 
marvel with astonishment at the 
way we treat the commands of 
God so many times. If you are a 
born again child of God, the very 
fact that in His Word God has 
said “go,” ought to be enough for 
every one of us. It ought not to 
take any persuading, coaxing, and 
pleading to get people to go after 
souls. The ‘Lord died for them and 
He has said, “Go.” 


Another reason we ought to go 
— I want you to get this — God 
says if we don’t and they go to 
Hell, their blood is going to be on 
our hands. I wonder if we believe 
that? What does God mean about 
their blood being on our hands? I 
don’t understand it fully, but I 
know He means that we will be 
guilty of soul-murder. We speak 
of the murderer as having the blood 
of his fellow man on his hands. God 
said if you fail that poor lost soul 
you will stand before the judgment 
seat of Christ guilty of soul-mur- 
der and his blood will be on your 
hands, I think very few Christians 
believe it. Oh, if I’ let them slip 
through my fingers through neg- 
lect, get too busy about other 
things and let them go to Hell, God 
will require their blood at my 
hands. I believe that. And I'll tell 
you what it has done to me. It has 
driven me away from my ‘home, it 
has driven me away from my fam- 
ily. I love my family as much as 
you do yours, as much as any fa- 
ther loves his family. I wrote my 
wife this afternoon, “I -tell 
Sweetheart, it seems like I can 
hardly stand to be gone two more 
weeks.” But that thing has driven 
me out while I was a pastor to 
preach in small rural churches and 
school houses, everywhere I could 
find a place) to preach, on street 
corners. and everywhere else, I'll 
tell. you why. I believe the Lord 
meant exactly what He said, “If 
you’ don’t warn them, their blood 
will I require at, your hands.” Ev- 
ery day of my life almost I say, 
“Oh, Lord, I don’t understand fully 
what you mean about that, but 
help me to deliver my soul of the 
blood of lost souls.” If you go, even 
if you don’t win them, if you warn 
them faithfully, you have delivered 
your soul and their blood will be 
on their own heads if they go to 
Hell. No, you will not win them 
all; maybe one out of every twen- 
ty, or one out of fifty you go af- 
ter, but you will deliver your own 
soul. 


I would rather win a soul to 
Christ than anything I have ever 
done in my life. I look back on my 
brief ministry today and see some 
souls that the Lord has helped me 
to win to Him that I wouldn't 
take anything on this earth for 
the privilege. When I had a pastor- 
ate in North Texas I went out on 
Red River and built a little brush 
arbor to preach the gospel to those 
people. I called people to the altar 
night aiter night. One night I 
made the call and a great group of 
people came to the altar: I dealt 
with them one by one until I had 
dealt with every one personally and 
led every one to victory in Christ. 
I was about to dismiss the crowd. I 
preached on Heaveri.that night and 
how Heaven did come down to bless 
us! As I stood up there ready to 
pronounce the benediction. I saw 
a little pirl sitting on the end of 
the second seat sobbing her little 
rheart out. I had never seen a child 
so neglected in my life. That little 
girl was poor and thin and her 
hair was so matted, it looked as if 
it hadn’t been combed for weeks. 
Her little hands were dirty, her feet 
were dirty and bare. I cannot de- 
scribe her to you, but that child’s 
dress was so dirty I believe it 
would have stood alone if you had 
taken it off the child; and her feet 
and legs were ley because she 


gives a command to 
) 


-hhadn’t. been cazed for. But there 


you, | 


| 
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she was, crying her little heart out. 
I went down to where she was, put 
my arm around her and said, 
“Sweetheart, what is the trouble?”’ 
She said, “Brother Hankins,. you 
said the sweetest things tonight I 
have_ever heard. You were talking 
about Heaven and how you and 


your mother were going to walk 


the golden streets together one of 
these days. Brother Hankins, I am 
an orphan child. Nobody in the 
world loves me. Nobody cares any- 
thing about me. I am living with 
my grandpa. He is eighty-five years 
old and he doesn’t even want me. 
My daddy died when I was two 


years old. My mother died last 


year. Mother was a Christian and 
has gone to Heaven. I want to 
know Jesus, I want to go to Heav- 
en so I can be with my mama. I 
want to see my mama again.” I 
sat there, and opened my Bible 
and taught that child the way of 
Salvation. I found her mind had 
been neglected as her little body. 
It took me nearly an hour to lead 
that child to the light. 
while she was led into the light 
and the Holy Spirit opened her lit- 
tle heart to receive the truth. When 
she saw it and accepted the Sav- 
iour, she jumped up from that pine 
board bench she was sitting on, 
clapped her hands together an d 
shouted all over that brush arbor. 
Here is what she was saying,“Oh, 
Jesus, I thank you that you have 
saved me. I will see my mama 
again.” I said that night that I 
would rather have won that child 


lion dollars. The greatest business 
a child of God ever puts his hands 
to is to go out after souls that are 


After aj 


to Christ than to have made a mil-| 


lost and bring them home to Christ. 
Why don’t we do it? wa, why don’t 
we.do it? 

Bow your heads. 

I say, we will do it when we see 
what Jesus saw and feel what Je- 
sus felt. How many of you here to- 
night before we pray, would lift 
your hand;and say, “Brother Han- 
kins, I have neglected. I as a Chris- 
tian am guilty before God of neg- 


lecting souls. Pray for me that I 


may be a real soul winner’’? Let’s. 


be honest with God tonight and 
face our own failure in this matter. 
Will you lift your hand and say, 
“Pray for me that God may bur- 
den my soul and make me a win- 
ner of souls for Jesus’.sake”? How 
many will lift your hands tonight? 

(Many hands were lifted. After 
prayer more than a hundred people 
came to the altar publicly dedicat- 
ing their lives to be soul-winners. ) 


500 TRACTS A YEAR FREE 
For Christian Workers 


Any Christian applying to The 
Scripture Witness .League for mem- 
bership and will promise to prayer- 
fully distribute no less than 500 
tracts a year will receive free 500 
assorted tracts postpaid free. _The 
membership dues in the league is 
$1.00 a year, Send for free samples 
today. 


The Scripture Witness League 
2011 Wellington Ave., Chicago, IIl. 


Price, postpaid 


BOBBED HAIR, 
AND WOMEN PREACHERS 
By Evangelist John R. Rice 


is the only book of its kind. It does not go with the modern fads: 
it does not excuse sin. Yet it is not a tirade, is not fanatical, is 
not based on opinion. It is plain, understandable, convincing Bible 
teaching on bobbed hair for women, on the wife’s duty to be sub- 
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leadership in the churches. Here are six strong chapters, many 
scriptures, clearly explained. Three pictures, one of author’s wife 
and six daughters, one of Mary Lloys with braids, one of Eliza- 
beth with hair down before the mirror. 91 pages, bound in royal 
blue cloth, stamped in gold, colored jacket 
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The Criminal Who Wanted Another Chance 


(Continued from page one) 


ing amiss.” Then with the min- 
gling of hope and despair it seems, 
he turned to Jesus and said, “Lord 
remember me when thou comest 
into thy kingdom.” 

I have no doubt that he pictured 
himseif in that blessed mulienniai 
kingdom foretold Isaiah, by chap- 
ter eleven and chapter thirty-tive, 
wnen the earth shouid be full or 
the knowledge of the Lord, when 
the curse should be removed trom 
nature and men should live in the 
blessed presence of their Messian 
and Saviour! I have no doubt that 
he longed for a second chance. 
And biess God, he got it! Jesus 
said, ‘““Loday shalt thou be with me 
in paradise.” Like the prodigai son, 
repenting,-was folded in tne for- 
giving arms of his father, with lov- 
ing kisses on ‘his cheek, so the dy- 
ing criminal that day was Llorgiven 


and saved and then taken home to 


paradise with the Lord Jesus! 


Let us consider first, this po2xr 
dying criminal came to Jesus, and 
second, some blessed lessons.from 
his salvation. 


|. How The Dying Thief Came To 
Christ 


Outward circumstances -differ, 
but in the heart attitude, every- 
one who ever comes to Chrigt must 
come the sameway. So any siriner 
may come to Christ as this sinner 
did, and like him be forgiven and 
saved! 


|. He Admitted His Sin. 
To the other criminal this thief 
said, “Dost thou not fear God see- 


ing thou art in the same condem- 
nation? and we indeed justly!’”’ He 
was dying there on the cross and 
he admitted that there was where 
he ought to die! He was a poor 
lost sinner about to go to Hell, and 
he admitted that he deserved it! 
He made no excuses. He put the 
blame on nobody else. He offered 
no alibis. He simply admitted he 
was a poor lost sinner. 


I have preached in jails in many 
parts of America and one strange 
thing I find in a large percentage 
of the criminals who talk to me. 
“The cops had it in for me; they 
wouldn’t give me a fair chance!” 
Or, “the. other fellows did it; I 
was just in the crowd and so lI 
got taken in too.” Or, “I was 
framed! I bought the watch; 1 
didn’t know it was stolen!” That 
is the way they talk. Everyone has 
an alibi, aS a good excuse. 


That.is the way with poor lost 
wicked sinners who reject Christ 
and harden their hearts and go 
on headlong toward Hell and eter- 
nea) punishment. They prattle about 
‘hypocrites in the church.’ They 
say, “Well, I live as good as the 
church members do.” One man 
said to me, “I don’t do anything 
wrong except cuss a little now and 
then.” Oh, how can anyone be 
saved who does not ever admit he 
is a-sinner! 

Dr. Joe Henry Hankins said to 
me once, “Brother John, you have 
to get people lost before you can 
get them saved!” How true that 
is! No one ever gets saved until 
he knows that he’s a poor lost 
sinner. 


A woman came to me in Sher- 
man, .Texas, and with tears said, 
“Brother Rice, I’m afraid I’ll never 
make it! I do the best I can, but 
I can’t keep the commandments, 
I can’t live without sin, I’m afraid 
T’ll never make it!” She was a Sev- 
enth-Day Adventist, but I laughed 
with joy before her because I knew 
now at last her foolish idea of be- 


- ing saved by keeping the law had 


broken down. Now she knew that 
she was a sinner and needed some- 
thing else besides doing, doing, do- 
ing. She needed a Savior! She 
broke down and wept before me 
and pleaded with me to come to 
her house and show her how to be 
saved. I came, and before the in- 
cident was ended I had baptized 


thirteen of her family and rela- 
tives. 

In Chicago a poor distracted 
young woman came to me who 
seemed to be devil-possessed. She 
said that she had talked to preach- 
er after preacher and no one 
seemed able to help her. 

I said to her, “If. you will an- 
swer one question honestly, then 1 
will know whether I can help you. 
“What is the question?’ she ed. 


“Are you conscious that you’rey 


a poor lost wicked sinner? Do you 
confess that you’re ruined and un- 
done?’’ I asked. Her answer was 
startling. She suddenly dropped her 
face into her hands and began to 
sob. The tears squeezed between 
her fingers. Brokenly she _ said, 
“Oh, I ought to be in Hell! I don’t 
see why God lets me live! I never 
knew how wicked my heart was 
until recently.” 

Hiappily, then I said, “Yes, l 
know you can find peace.” And she 
did find peace that very hour. 

Remember that it is written, ‘“He 
that covereth his sins shall not 
prosper: but whoso confesseth and 
forsaketh them shall have mercy.” 
(Proverbs 28:13). Everyone who 
ever came to God for mercy and 
forgiveness had to come as a Sself- 
confessed sinner. The prodigal son 
said, “Father, I have sinned against 
heaven, and in thy sight, and am 
no more worthy to be called thy 
son,” (Luke 15:21). The publican 
in the temple prayed, -‘‘God be 
merciful to me a sinner.” (Luke 
18:13). 


ll. The Thief Admitted the Sinless 
Deity of Christ 


The dying thief said about Jesus, 
“This man hath done nothing a- 
miss.” In that statement he ad- 
mitted all that Jesus claimed for 
Himself. Jesus said to the rich 
young ruler, who wanted to have 
eternal life by doing good things, 
“Why callest thou me good? There 
is none good but one, that is God.” 
(Matt. 19:17). No one need ever 
call Jesus good who.does not call 
Him what He is, God come in hu- 
man form. 

It is disgusting to hear people 
talk about Jesus as “the great 
teacher’ who do not believe in His 
deity:- The foolish prattle about 
“the Nazarene peasant” by those 
who deny His virgin birth is 
shameful and wicked. Those who 
boast about the wonderful exam- 
ple that Jesus gave, and urge oth- 
ers to live like Jesus did, to follow 
“the Jesus way of life,’’ who deny 
that He was the miracle-born Son 
of a virgin girl, and that He had 
no human father, who was pre-ex- 
istent God who created all things, 
are insincere hypocrites. No one 


ever got peace and forgivenes and 


salvation through Christ who did 
not admit His sinless deity. 


In John 8:24 Jesus said to the 
Pharisees, “If ye believe not that 
I am he, ye shall die in your sins.”’ 
To the same crowd, “which of you 
convinceth me of sin?” (John 8: 
46). And I say to all those ‘who 
doubt Christ’s deity, what sin do 


you find in Him? What fault? 
What failure? 

There is a horrible moral guilt 
in anyone who will not admit the 
deity of Jesus Christ, because ev- 
ery such sinner could know about 
the deity of Christ if he honestly 
wanted to know, if he honestly fol- 
lowed what light he had, Jesus said 
in John 7:17, to certain doubters, 
“if any man will do his will he 
shall know of the doctrine, whether 
it be of God or whether I speak of 
myself.” Again He said in John 8: 
12, “I am the light of the world; 
he that followeth me shall not walk 
in darkness, but shall have the 
light of life.” I have no patience 
with the man who says, ‘I do not 
believe in electric light,” and will 
not try the switch to see for him- 
self. And so any man who does not 
search the Scriptures, who does 
not honestly seek the Lord Jesus 
for himself, who does not put the 
matter of salvation to a test, is a 
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dishonest sinner, condemned __ be- 
cause he does not want to know the 
truth and does not follow: on to 
know it. Of such Jesus said, 

“And this is the condemnation, 
that light is come into the world, 
and men loved darkness rather 
than light, because their deeds 
were evil, 

“For every one that doeth evil 
hateth the light, neither cometh to 
the light, lest his deeds should be 
reproved., 

“But he that doeth truth cometh 
to the light, that his deeds may 
be made manifest, that they are 
wrought in God.” (John 3:19-21). 

If. Jesus is not the virgin-born 
Sen of God, if He is not the Sin- 
less One, then He could not save 
anyone. Ah, but the poor dying 
thief believed in a moment that 
Jesus was all He claimed to be, the 
very Son of God who did no sin. 
So he could come to Him for salva- 
tion and did come and was saved. 


lll. The Dying Thief Surrendered to 
~ Jesus as Lord and Master 


When the dying thief called 
Jesus Lord, “Lord remember me 
when thou comest into thy king- 
dom,” he was instantly heard and 
forgiven. 

So it was with the woman in 
adultery in the very act when Je- 
sus said to her “Woman, where are 
those thine accusers? Hath no man 


‘condemned thee ?”’ Then she replied 


“No man Lord.” She was instantly 
saved and Jesus said, ‘‘Neither do I 
condemn thee; go and sin no more.” 
(See John 8:10-11). 

Paul, persecuting the church, 
when stricken down by the light 
bright as the noon-day sun on the 
road to Damascus, cried out, ‘““‘Who 
art thou, Lord?’’ And then when he 
knew it was Jesus, “he trembling 
and astonished said, Lord, what 
wilt thou have me to do?” Oh, 
when Saul called Jesus Lord, mean- 
ing that he acepted him as the 
Master and Lord of his life and 
heart, he found forgiveness and 
salvation! 

And so did the dying thief. The 
word Lord meant a full surrender, 
the acceptance of Christ’s will in 
his own life. 

Dr. Torrey said that in his world 
tours of evangelism the most pop- 
ular song everywhere there was a 
great revival was, “I Surrender 
All.”” Coming to Jesus for salvation 
involves not only a mental accept- 
ance of the fact that Christ is the 
Son of God. Far more than that, it 
involves a heart surrender to Him, 
a bending of the will, a giving up 
to Jesus. The dying thief that day 
cast himself upon the mercy of the 
Lord Jesus, depending on Him 
alone, accepting Him as the Lord 
and Master of his fate. And he was 
not refused! 

Dear sinner, will you bow the 
knee to Jesus today? Will you ac- 
cept Him, not only as your Savior 
but as your Lord, your Master, 
your Boss, your King? 


IV. The Thief Simply Prayed 
“Remember Me” 


It does not take much praying to 
get one saved. In fact, it does not 
necessarily take any conscious 
prayer. Everyone who honestly 
puts his trust in the Lord Jesus, 
comes to Christ in his own heart 
for forgiveness and mercy, receives 
salvation then and there. 


But it is often helpful for a sin- 


ner to put his surrender, his trust, | 


in words. So-Romans 10:13 says, 
“For whosoever shall call upon the 
name of the Lord shall be saved.” 
The publican who prayed in the 
temple said, “God be merciful to 
me a sinner.’’ Wasn’t that a sim- 
ple prayer? And the prodigal son 
had a very humble prayer planned 
when he returnedgto the father. He 


was going to say, “Make me as 
one of thy hired servants.” But he 


never got those words out before. 


he was smothered in the father’s 
kisses and was rejoicing in the fa- 
ther’s embrace and forgiveness! 
Not long ago a woman whom I had 

the joy of leading to the Savior 
prayed, and I remember that she 


said, “Lord Jesus, please forgive / 


me and take me into-your heart.” 
Oh, how simple can be the prayer 
of a sinner when he comes to 
Christ! 


ee ee 


shall call upon the name of the 
Lord shall be saved.” 

You see, we do not have to beg 
God into saving anybody. We do 
not have to make any promises. 
We do not have to drive any bar- 
gains. We only have to come! 


Just as I am, without one plea, 
But that Thy blood was shed for 


me, 

And that Thou bidd’st me come to 
Thee, 

O Lamb of God, I Come, I come. 


Just as I am, and waiting not 
To rid my soul of one dark blot, 
To Thee, whose blood can cleanse 
each spot, 
O Lamb of God, I come. 


Just as I am! Thou wilt receive, 
Wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, 
relieve; 
Because Thy promise I believe, 
O Lamb of God, I come. 
— Charlotte Elliott 


ll. LESSONS FROM THE DYING 
THIEF'S SALVATION 


Some great general lessons are 
evident to us as we study this 
sweet story of the salvation of a 
poor sinner who wanted a second 
chance. As God loved sinners then, 
He loves them now. And Jesus 
Saves people now just as quickly 
as He saved them then. The plan of 
Salvation has never changed, and 
never will. Let us observe then the 
following lessons. 


|. The Wickedest Sinner Can be 
Saved 


It may be this sweet story is 
told just to harken every poor lost 


many many times in the Bible God 
goes out of His way to declare that 
the poorest, blackest, most hope- 
less sinner in the world can be 
(Continued on page four) 


E.ditor’s Engagements 


Sunday, January 24, Chicago Gos- 
pel Tabernacle ' 11 a.m., 3 p.m., 
7:30 p.m. 12:30 p.m, “Heaven 
and Home Hour” Broadcast. 


Weekdays, January 25-30, “Heaven 
and Home Hour” Broadcast, 9: 
45 a.m., Radio WAIT, Chicago, 
820 k.c. 


Sunday, January 31, 3 p.m. Mass 


meeting, Chicago Gospel Taber- 
nacle, 


February 1-7, Evansville Rescue 
Mission, Evansville, Indiana. 


February 8-28, citywide revival, 
city auditorium, Roanoke, Vir- 
ginia. 

Friends in these areas are invit- 
ed to attend. There will be daily 
radio broadcasts in each case. Will 
you pray for God’s anointing and 
that many may be saved and many 
others blessed? 


Sinner who wants to be saved. So. 
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About 52,500 Books 


and Pamphlets Given 
Free Over “Back-to- 


the-Bible”’ Broadcast 


The editor returned after a most 
happy experience with Rev. Theo- 
dore H. Epp and the “Back-to-the- 
Bible” broadcast at Lincoln, Ne- 
braska. In more than six weeks 
time the broadcast over a total of 
twelve stations, sixty-three one- 
half hour broadcasts a week, gave 
out about 52,500 copies of the edi- 
tor’s books and pamphlets as fol- 
lows: 


20,000 “What Must I Do to Be 


Saved ?”’ 

13,000 “Bible Facts About Heav- 
en,”’ 

11,500 “Hell: What the Bible 


Says About It,” and 


over 8,000 copies of paper bound 
“And God Remembered...” 


Most of these were given away. 
Many conversions were reported, 
and we hope to meet thousands in 
Heaven who found Christ during 
these weeks either as a result of 
the broadcast or through literature 
sent out. 

Rev. Theodore H, Epp, the direc- 
tor, and his associate, Mr. Brum- 
field, with the fine office force, are 
doing a blessed work for God. Last 
year expenses of the broadcast ran 
over $100,000, besides about $14,- 
000 given to missions by friends of 
the broadcast and administered by 
Mr. Epp. 

——-OQ-——-- 


“I beseech you therefore, breth- 
ren, by the mercies of God, that ye 
present your bodies a living sacri- 
fice, holy, acceptable unto God, 
which is your reasonable service. 

— Romans 12:1 


SUBSCRIBE FOR 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
$1.00 A YEAR 
3 YEARS FOR $2.00 


DID YOU KNOW? 


Send for free sample copies of my gospel 
tract entitled, “Did You Know?” For 
distribution to the unsaved. 

JOHN L. BRAY 
145 North Hale Wheaton, Ill. 


Other startling features: 


GREATEST CATACLYSM OF HISTORY 
AND ITS CAUSES 


A most revealing analysis of present world situation ... 
coming out in February issue of Prophecy Monthly. 
“The Church Adrift from 
God”; “America’s Rising Tide of Unrest’; “State Shin- 
toism to Date’; “Verbal Inspiration: Positively Proven.” 
Many more penetrating articles. This monthly publica- 
tion of American Prophetic League, Inc., is read by 
prophetic teachers the world around and should be in 
every Christian home. Sample on request. : Current is- 
sue, 10c; Subscription, $1.00 year. 


Box BB, Sta. E. R. 


| SPECIAL OFFER | 
To introduce the League’s new Bible Course in 


ROMANS. 


this most fascinating 50c course by Dr. Keith L. Brooks 
will be sent to you for 30c if you send year subscription 
to Prophecy with order ($1.30 for both) mentioning » 
this advertisement. You'll be thrilled with these lessons 
which fit you to teach this wonderful Epistle. 
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"The Criminal Who Wanted Another Chance 


(Continued from page three) 


saved in a moment if he will but 
come through faith in Jesus Christ. 

Isaiah 1:18 says, ‘‘Come now, and 
let us reason together, saith the 
Lord: though your sins be as scar- 
let, they shall be as white as snow; 
through they be red like crimson, 
they shall be as wool.” 

A poor ruined woman in a Tex- 


Have You Read — 


(Continued from page one) 


ored it above the other chapters. 
A man in Lincoln, Nebraska, told 
me how the chapter, “THE EX- 
CEEDING ABUNDANTLY ABLE 
GOD,” had helped him to get a 
job at $2,600 a year when he had 
thought to accept one for less than 
half that amount. Perhaps the most 
popular chapters are “TEARS IN 
HEAVEN” and “BEHOLD THE 
MAN.” 


Liked ‘Tears In Heaven" Best 


“May God~be truly praised for 
the many, many blessings which 
were mine after having read the 
chapter, ‘Tears in Heaven!’ 

“After having read that chapter 
I saw myself in a new light—as 
indeed I must have looked to God 
for many years. I saw myself in 
neglectful state of 
missing countless opportunities day 
after day of witnessing for my 
wonderful Saviour, of never speak- 
ing to anyone about his soul, of 
never telling anyone about Him 
Who is abundantly able to save and 


running down my cheeks as I sat 
in His presence in Heaven, 
ashamed of my selfishness. I saw 
myself as I was, merely content 
with my own salvation, and caring 
nothing about my neighbors and 
loved ones, Praise God for speak- 
ing to me while there is yet time, 
through this clearly spoken mes- 
sage! It has awakened me to a 
more fruitful service in His king- 
dom and has put within my heart 
a burning passion for souls, with 
whom I can share my wonderful 
salvation. 

“I am thankful for this splendid 


beautiful and satisfying it is to be 
thus chastened of the Lord and to 
dedicate myself anew to the great 


command, ““Go ye and spread the 
Gospel.’ ” 
(Signed) Mrs. Russell Clarke 


Indiana 
Specially Blessed by Sermon, 
“Behold The Manl" — 


“Altho I feasted on each sermon 
in ‘And God Remembered...’ I 
Was especially blessed by the ser- 
mon ‘Behold the Man.’ For the 


“I. Christ met temptations and 
defeated the Devil as a MAN. I 
had long known that ‘Christ was 
in all points tempted like as we 
are, yet without sin,’ but I thought 
the reason He didn’t sin was be- 
cause He conquered Satan as the 
Son of God. What a blessed com- 
fort it is to me to realize that 
Christ really knows my tempta- 
tions and how hard it is to resist 
them, It has given me more cour- 
age and a greater determination 
to withstand temptations. 


“2. Christ performed miracles as. 


a Man who was filled with the 
Holy Spirit. 

“3. Through Christ’s great love 
for us as God, He was willing and 


coming a man and living as a man 
that He might bear our sins and 
suffer punishment in our stead, 
that He might bring us to God. 
“Yes, I knew Christ did all these 
things and more, but it was only 
through reading ‘Behold the Man,’ 
that my heart realized that He did 
them as the Son of Man.” 
(Signed) Mrs. Olive E. Pillsbury 
Illinois 
It has 123 pages. Each chapter 
has an inspiring illustration, some 


cloth with an expensive and beau- 
tiful gold paper pictured jacket. It 
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as town could not believe that God 
would save her. Finally she wrote 
me a letter and told me the story 
of her shameful life of sin and with 
a broken heart asked me if, in the 
light of her shame, she could be 
saved like others were. That night 
she came to the services and with- 
out downcast eyes asked me if I 
had read her. letter, and if now 
since I knew her, I still thought 
that God would forgive her. I 
turned to Isaiah 1:18 and helped 
her see that precious promise that 
though her sins were as scarlet 
they could be as white as snow and 
though they were red like crimson 
they could be as wool. She could 
hardly believe it. She went away, 
still troubled. But the next night 
she came to the service early and 
came running to meet me with joy 
on her face. She told me how she 
had dreamed a vision in the night. 
Someone held a Bible open before 
her and.a finger pointed to Isaiah 
1:18, She read that precious prom- 
ise again, and then in her dream 
she looked up to see who it was 
who pointed her to this Scripture, 
She cried to me with tears run- 
ning down her face, “Oh, Brother 
Rice, it was Jesus!” I saw His 
face and I knew then that He 
meant me!” 

With my two hands I baptized 
that woman and she became a 
blessed soul winner, highly respect- 
ed and greatly used of God in her 
community. Oh, poor sinners, you 
are the people Jesus died for! 
The dying thief proves that the 
vilest sinner in the world can be 
saved if he will only come to Je- 
sus! 

Paul said, ‘This is a faithful say- 
ing and worthy of all acceptation 
that Christ Jesus came into the 
world to save sinners, of whom I 
am chief.’’ (I Timothy 1:15). And 
Jesus Himself said, “I came not to 
call the righteous, but sinners to 
repentance.” (Luke 5:32). I thank 
God that I have seen murderers, 
dope addicts, harlots and drunk- 
ards and atheists saved by the pre- 
cious blood of Jesus Christ. 


2. The Thief Was Saved Without 
Works; Without Baptism, Withour 
Church Membership, Without 
Confirmation 

Let us have this question out in 
the open. If God demands church 
membership before one can be 
saved then the dying thief has no 


chance, If baptism is part of the 
plan of salvation, then he cannot 
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be saved. He is nailed fast to the 
cross. In a few moments he will be 
dead. There was no way he could 
be immersed, picturing the death 
and resurrection of our Savior, and 
his own changed life and heart. No 
one sprinkled water upon his brow. 
If baptism is essential to salvation 
then the thief could not be saved. 
The dying .thief was not con- 
firmed. He did not learn any cate- 
chisms. He did not take any solemn 
vows. He never took a communion. 
No priest pressed a wafer upon his 
tongue. He was not confirmed. He 
was not baptized. He was not a 
church member. But thanks be to 
God, these are not the way to sal- 
vation! I think this Case was 80 
clearly recorded in the Bible be- 
cause God intended that every man 
should see that it is only im the 
heart that men turn to God anu 
that outward forms and ceremonies 
have nothing whatever to do with 
his salvation. They may, after the 
fact, picture the salvation one al- 
ready has. They have no part in 
obtaining forgiveness and mercy 
from God! Baptism, whether a 
spoonful or a tankful, cannot wash 
away sins! Oh, it takes the blood 
of Jesus upor the heart. If I were 
talking to a dying man on the bat- 
tlefield today I could tell him God 
is ready to receive him if he comes 
in Jesus’ name, trusting in the 
blood that was shed on Calvary. 
Rites and forms and ceremonies 
and religious actions are not a 
part of God’s plan of salvation. 


It is equally apparent that good 
works have no part in salvation. It 
salvation depended on good deeds, 
then this poor dying thief would go 
to the blackest part of Hell.ll. He 
was crucified, enduring the death 
penalty justly because of his sins. 
He himself admitted it. He had 
never deserved God’s favor. He had 
lived a shameful wicked life. I sup- 
pose he had broken his mother’s 
heart and I know that he had brok- 
en the laws of both man and God. 
Oh, but thank God there is sal- 
vation for poor sinners who have 
not lived right, and who know in 
that themselves there is no good. 
Jesus saves poor vile sinners. 


This man will never take a step 
for the Lord. His feet are nailed 
fast to the cross, and will stay 
there until he is taken down, a 
corpse with broken legs. This man 
will never lift a finger for Jesus. 
His hands are nailed fast to the 
cross and they cannot move. This 
man will never give a penny to 
God’s cause. He is already stripped 
of his clothes, and hangs there na- 
ked without a penny to pay for 


their gifts whether large or small. 
This man will never preach any 
sermons, for his tongue is already 
swollen till he can barely talk, the 
fever is in his brain and his eyes 
are glazing in death. Thank God he 
could do one simple thing: he 
turned to Jesus and said, “Lord, 
remember me!” 


Let us forever do away with any 
thought that we can earn salvation. 
It is “not by works of righteous- 
ness which we have done, but ac- 
cording to his mercy he saved us, 
by the washing of regeneration, 
and renewing ot the Holy Ghost.” 
(Litus 3:5). And Ephesians 2:8 
and 9 say: “For by grace are ye 
saved through faith; and that nov 
of yourselves: it is the gift of God. 
iNot of works, lest any man shoula 
poast.” And not of works! Nobody 
ever deserves salvation, and no one 
ever will. I deserved Hell before 4 
was saved, and I deserve Hell now. 
sut bless God, through His infinite 
mercy I’m saved and on my way 
to Heaven. Salvation.is wholly by 
God’s rich grace. Jesus died for 
sinners. 

So if some poor sinner reads 
this who is unsaved, I warn you 
now, do not start out to bribe Goa. 
Do not’ set out to earn your way 
to Heaven. Such people do not geu 
to Heaven. His salvation is only 
for those who admit themselves 
poor undone sinners and leave the 
saying to Jesus! You cannot buy 
salvation with good deeds; Bur 
praise the Lord you can accept it 
as a free gift of God. 


3. Salvation is an Instantaneous 
Act of God 


Another blessed lesson shown 
here is that salvation came instant- 
ly to the dying thief. There was no 
weeping, no pleading, no begging 
God. I heard a preacher one time 
say to a congregation, “If any sin- 
ner will come to this mourner’s 
bench three nights in succession, I 
guarantee that he will be saved.” 
That was a foolish thing for any 


back up any offer from the Bible. 
I have an offer a billion times bet- 
ter than that. If any sinner in the 
world will one fraction of a second 
turn to Jesus and trust Him, de- 
pending on Him for forgiveness 
and salvation, he will have ever- 
lasting life that moment! ‘He that 
believeth on the Son hath ever- 
lasting life,” says John the Baptist 
in John 3:36. “Verily, verily, I say 
unto you, He that believeth on me 
hath everlasting life,’ said Jesus 
in John.6:47. “Believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ and thou shalt be 


anything. Men cannot be saved by 


saved,” said Paul and Silas to the 


Friday, January 22, 1943 


Philippian jailor in Acts 16:31. The 
very instant one puts his trust in 
Jesus he has everlasting life. He 
is already saved. 

I do not know that the dying 
thief had any flash of ecstasy. 1 
do not suppose that he shouted 
with joy. I do not have any idea 
how he felt. I just know he called 
on Jesus in simple faith and I know 
that he was forgiven, and saved 
at once. I know that that day he 
went to paradise with Jesus. What 
could be better than that? Salva- 
tion is not a long drawn-out proc- 
ess. It need not involve any wait- 
ing, any pleading, any probation. 
when you put your trust in Jesus 
honestly, with a whole heart, then 
you're saved. 


Conclusion; Ask Him Just Now! 


If you want to be saved will you 
call on Jesus now for mercy? Will 
you simply say like the dying thief, 
“Lord, remember me?” Oh, turn to 
Jesus today and be saved. Ask Him 
tor mercy and forgiveness, and be- 
lieve that He gives it, even as He 
promised. 

If you will take Christ as your 
own Saviour, as the dying thief 
did, I beg you to tell those about 
you. Go on record. And then if you 
will give Christ your whole heart, 
accept Him as Savior and Lord, 
and set out to live for Him, then 


write and tell me so. You may use 


this form given below if you like. 
Or copy it on a letter or card, or 
write just as you will, 

Evangelist John R. Rice 

The Sword of the Lord 

Wheaton, Illinois 

Dear Brother Rice: 

I have read your sermon, “The 
Criminal Who Wanted Another 
Chance.” I know that I too am a 
sinner. I too want another chance. I 
want forgiveness and salvation. So 
here and now, this very moment, I 


turn myself to Jesus, I cal] on Him . 


for forgiveness, and I trust Him to 
save me today. I believe He does 
forgive me as He promised and by 
God’s grace I will try +o live for 


man to say, because he could not] Him 


Signed 


Address 


Date 


(Dear sinner, don’t wait but . 


trust Christ today. And all who 
write me that they trusted Christ 
through this sermon will receive a 
personal letter and counsel about 
how to live a happy Christian life 
and with some good literature to 
read.) . of 
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This volume contains the finest and best of this 
master preacher’s illustrative material. The illus- 
trations are arranged in alphabetical order and will 


prove invaluable to teachers, preachers, and all 
those who speak in public. Over 550 illustrations 
i 
Wt 
} 
il 


“2000 so 


FOUR 


Revelation. 344 large size 
in all, nearly 500 choice illustrations. 
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‘Siniteeaat s Sermon Notes” cover the entire Bible from Genesis to 


Spurgeon, known as the “Prince of Preachers,” was pastor for many 
years in the largest tabernacle in the city of London, England. He is 
quoted more than any single indi 
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IN ONE! 


ages, 193 complete sermon outlines 


vidual since New Testament days 
His sermon notes are not for the “lazy” 
for those ministers, missionaries and Bible 
spark now and then to make the fire burn and glow with new heat 
and power. 


Get “Spurgeor’s Sermon Notes” at the bargain price of only $1.95 
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Please send me 


Sr ewaeeeeersccemenece 


Name. 


145 N. Hale, Wheaton, Illinois 


copies of Spurgeon’s Sermon Notes at $1.95 
-weuun @opies of Spurgeon’s Sermon Illustrations at $1.00 
iw Copies of Treasury of David at $6.95 the set. 

Enclosed find [J check [] money order for $ 
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